
 

 



 

 
 

Welcome to the First International Conference on Popular Culture and 
Education in Asia 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to all those who have chosen to join us for three days of 
presentat ions and discussions on the topic of popular culture in educat ion. We believe that this is the first 
conference of its kind to be held in Asia.  Many of the conference part icipants come from Hong Kong, but we 
are also welcoming part icipants from Asia, Australasia, North America, Europe and Africa. Equally important,  
a wide range of disciplines are represented at the conference. In the best tradit ions of educat ional research, 
the conference promises to be a truly transnat ional and transdisciplinary experience!. 
 
We will offer a full programme of academic presentat ions throughout the three days of the conference. On 
Saturday, we will also be joined by more than 100 local schoolteachers for 4 workshops on popular culture in 
the classroom. These workshops are open to conference part icipants, but as seat ing may be limited, we ask 
you to sign up at the Registrat ion Desk for any workshops you would like to attend. 
 

Conference Team 
 

Aaron Koh ɀ  Conference Chair 
 
Aaron Koh is Assistant Professor in the Department of English, HKIEd. He received his 
PhD in Educat ion from The University of Queensland, Australia. Before coming to 
Hong Kong, Aaron has also taught in Australia and Singapore. His research interests 
are New Literacy Studies, Popular Culture, Media/Cultural studies, Cultural Polit ics of 
Educat ion, and Globalisat ion and Educat ion. He has published in the Journal of 
Curriculum Studies, Discourse, SOJOURN, English Teaching: Pract ice and Crit ique, 
Globalizat ions, Pedagogy, Culture and Society, Globalisat ion, Education and Societ ies 
and the Asia Pacif ic Journal of Education.  
 

 
 

Dani Wang ɀ Conference Secretary 
 
$ÁÎÉ 7ÁÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅ× ÕÐ ÉÎ "ÅÉÊÉÎÇȢ 3ÈÅ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ 
Linguist ics from Renmin University of China and taught Chinese as a second language 
in Beijing Foreign Studies University. With a keen interest in design and publicat ion, 
she also worked as an editor for Higher Educat ion Press of China. She is now studying 
for her doctoral degree in Hong Kong and working as a Senior Research Assistant for 
the HKIEd Popular Culture and Educat ion project. Doraemon is her favorite animat ion 
and orange her favorite color 
 

 
 



 

Bidisha Banerjee ɀ Programme and logistics 
 
Dr. Bidisha Banerjee is Assistant Professor of English at the HKIEd.  She has a M.A. in 
English from Claremont Graduate University and a Ph.D from the University of Iowa.  
She won the Jeffrey Campbell Fellowship which enabled her to teach at St. Lawrence 
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÉÎ .Å× 9ÏÒËȢ "ÉÄÉÓÈÁȭÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÐÏÓÔÃÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ 
studies, globality and transnat ionalism, diaspora and exile, postcolonial feminist 
f ict ions and theory, cultural studies, f ilm studies and gay and lesbian literature. She 
has presented her work widely at conferences in Europe, Asia and the US. Some of her 
work on South Asian diaspora has been published. 

 

 
 

Nicholas Wong ɀ Programme and workshops 
 
Nicholas Wong teaches film studies and contemporary English literatures at the 
HKIEd. His art icles have been published in Asian Cinema, Metro and Screen Education. 
Besides academic research, he also writes poetry and short stories. 
 

 
 

Kathy Wong ɀ Logistics 
 
Kathy graduated at The University of Hong Kong, majoring in Sociology as well as 
Media & Cultural Studies. She is currently working as a Research Assistant for the 
HKIEd Popular Culture and Educat ion project. Born and raised in Hong Kong, she is 
passionate about local history and culture.  
 
 

 

Joanna Lee ɀ Logistics  
 
Joanna Lee is a Research Assistant at the Department of English, HKIEd. She has a 
background in teaching English to ESL learners at secondary level and is now pursuing 
a masterȭs degree in applied linguist ics. 

 

Phil Benson ɀ Leader, HKIEd Popular Culture and Education project 
 
Phil Benson is a Professor in the Department of English, HKIEd, and leader of the 
Popular Culture and Educat ion Research Project that is sponsoring the conference. He 
is known in the field of language educat ion for his research on autonomy in language 
teaching and learning. Popular culture and educat ion is a new interest, but popular 
culture is not. He is currently co-writ ing a book on Hong Kong English-language 
popular music and occasionally blogs on Hong Kong popular culture at  
http://hkpop.blogspot.com/ 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks to Sophia Yung, Bernadette Yung & Daniel Yao for design, Emily Murphy & Alice Chik for the 
programme book, and Anna Szeto for showing us how to organize an internat ional conference

http://hkpop.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plenary Presentations



 

 
 

David Buckingham 
Centre for the Study of Children, Youth and Media,  
Inst itute of Education, University of London, United 
Kingdom 
 

Do we really need media education 2.0? 
Prospects for media literacy education in the 
age of participatory media 
 
The widespread disseminat ion of inexpensive and 
accessible digital tools for media product ion has led to 
the emergence of more part icipatory forms of media, 
such as online gaming, blogging and social networking. 
In this presentat ion, I will be assessing the implicat ions 
of these developments for the pract ice of media 
educat ion, both in and beyond schools. Some have 
argued that these new media require a paradigm shift, 
not merely in the curriculum of media educat ion, but 
also in its pedagogy. They suggest that we should be 
embracing the new forms of creat ivity that are provided 
here, and moving beyond outdated crit ical perspect ives. 
While I would agree that media educators should be 
exploit ing the possibilit ies of these new media, I will also 
argue that they raise important ethical, polit ical and 
cultural quest ions that should not be effaced or ignored. 
We should not merely romant icise these developments 
as a form of technologically-driven democrat isat ion, or 
ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ȬÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ΄ 
that they appear to provide. Media educat ion cannot 
afford to lose sight of the need for crit ical analysis; and 
to this extent, over-ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÆÏÒ ȬÍÅÄÉÁ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
2.0' are at least premature, if not posit ively misguided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
David Buckingham directs the Centre for the Study of 
Children, Youth and Media at the Inst itute of Educat ion, 
London University. His research focuses on young 
people's interact ions with electronic media, and on 
media educat ion. He is currently working on two major 
research projects, about the everyday use of video 
camcorders and about the role of the internet in young 
people's civic part icipat ion. His most recent books are 
Beyond Technology: Children's Learning in the Age of 
Digital Culture (Polity, 2007); Global Children, Global 
Media; Migrat ion, Media and Childhood (with Liesbeth de 
Block, Palgrave, 2007) and Youth, Ident ity and Digital 
Media (edited, MIT Press, 2008).  
 

http://ioewebserver.ioe.ac.uk/ioe/cms/get.asp?cid=4441&4441_0=4987


 

 
 

Professor Cameron McCarthy  
Department of Educational Policy Studies 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
United States of America  

 

Re-reading class, re-reading cultural studies, 
re-reading tradit ion: Neo-Marxist nostalgia 
and the remorselessly vanishing pasts  
 
In this presentat ion, Cameron McCarthy assesses the 
status of the concepts of tradit ion and class within 
contemporary cultural studies literature on the industrial 
working class. He maintains, in part, that these terms 
have been deployed within a center-periphery thesis and 
a field-bound ethnographic framework by cultural 
studies scholars pursuing a sub-cultural studies approach. 
7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒËȟ Ȱ"ÒÉÔÉÓÈÎÅÓÓȱ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÌÅÎÔ 
organizing principle defining metropolitan working class 
tradit ions and forms of cultural resistance. Brit ish 
cultural studies proponents have therefore pursued the 
study of class and culture as a localized, nat ion-bound 
set of interests. This has placed cultural studies in tension 
with postcolonial subject ivit ies often reduced, as they 
ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃ ×ÏÒËÓ ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌ 7ÉÌÌÉÓȭÓ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
,ÁÂÏÒ ÁÎÄ $ÉÃË (ÅÂÄÉÇÅȭÓ 3ÕÂÃÕÌture: The Meaning of 
3ÔÙÌÅȟ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÔÏÎÙÍÉÃ Ȱ0ÁËÉÓȱ ɉÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ 
!ÓÉÁÎ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔÓɊ ÁÎÄ Ȱ*ÁÍÁÉÃÁÎÓȱ ɉÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ 7ÅÓÔ 
Indians). McCarthy theorizes against the grain of the 
textual product ion of the working class within cultural 
studies scholarship insist ing that recent f ilms such as 
The Full Monty, Billy Eliot, and Bend It Like Beckham, 
and the literary works of Kazuo Ishiguro, (Remains of the 
Day), Jeanette Winterson (Sexing the Cherry), George 
Orwell (Shoot ing an Elephant), George Lamming (The 
Emigrants), Samuel Selvon (The Lonely Londoners), 
among othersɂoffer a more complex story of class 
ident it ies in the age of globalizat ion and 
transnat ionalism.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Cameron McCarthy teaches mass communicat ions 
theory and cultural studies at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He is University Scholar and 
Communicat ions Scholar in the Department of 
Educat ional Policy Studies. Cameron also holds 
appointments in the Inst itute of Communicat ions 
Research and in the Unit for Crit icism and Interpret ive 
Theory at the University of Illinois. He has been a visit ing 
scholar and lecturer at Jesus College, the University of 
Cambridge, York University, The University of Western 
Ontario, The University of Newcastle, Monash University, 
the University of Salamanca, Spain, and the University of 
Queensland. He has published widely on topics related 
to postcolonialism, problems with neoMarxist writ ings 
on race and educat ion, inst itut ional support for teaching, 
and school ritual and adolescent ident it ies in journals 
such as Harvard Educat ional Review , Oxford Review of 
Educat ion, The Brit ish Journal of the Sociology of 
Educat ion, among many others. Cameron has authored 
or co-authored many books, such as: Race and 
Curriculum (Falmer Press, 1990), Mult icultural 
Curriculum: New Direct ions for Social Theory, Pract ice 
and Policy (Routledge, 2000), and Reading and Teaching 
the Postcolonial: From Baldwin to Basquiat and Beyond 
(Teachers College Press, Columbia University, 2001).  

 

 



 

 
 

Koichi Iwabuchi  
Media and Cultural Studies, 
School of International Liberal Studies,  
Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan 
 
 

Pedagogic uses of popular culture: Towards 
media and cultural citizenship as 
transnational learning process 
 
This paper will discuss the possibility and pitfalls of using 
popular culture for the enhancement of cross-border 
dialogues. While the intensificat ion of media culture 
flows have significantly deepened mutual 
understandings and sympathet ic relat ionships among 
people in East Asia, it is st ill quest ionable to what extent 
such connect ions are actually socio-culturally inclusive 
and dialogic, as they tend to be administered by the 
market ing logic of (mult inat ional) media and cultural 
ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÒÓÉÖÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ȰÂÒÁÎÄ 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÓÍȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÃÒÏÓÓ-border connect ions in 
an exclusive inter-nat ional framework. To further the 
potent ial of pedagogic uses of popular culture, it will be 
suggested, we need to collaborat ively develop a 
transnat ional project of media and cultural cit izenship as 
reciprocal learning process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Koichi Iwabuchi is Professor of Media and Cultural 
Studies at the School of Internat ional Liberal Studies, 
Waseda University. He worked for a TV company in 
Tokyo for ten years as director and producer of news and 
infotainment programs before he attained a PhD in 
Australia. His main research interests are media and 
cultural globalizat ion, East Asian media connect ions, 
nat ionalism and mult icultural polit ics. He is currently 
working on media and cultural cit izenship. His recent 
English publicat ions include Recentering Globalizat ion: 
Popular culture and Japanese transnationalism (Duke 
University Press, 2002). He is also editor of Feeling Asian 
Modernit ies: Transnational consumption of Japanese TV 
dramas (Hong Kong University Press, 2004) and co-
editor of Rogue Flows: Trans-Asian cultural traff ic (Hong 
Kong University Press, 2004) and East Asian Pop Culture: 
Analysing the Korean Wave (Hong Kong University Press, 
2008).  
 
 

http://www.waseda.jp/sils/jp/about/faculty/iwabuchi_koichi.html


 

 
 

Jane Kenway  
Education Faculty, Monash University, Australia 
 

The emotional geographies of popular culture: 
Implications for pedagogy 
 
When we advocate the use of popular culture in the 
classroom, do we give sufficient considerat ion to the 
links between the pleasure, power and polit ics of the 
popular? Indeed, do we sufficiently consider the full 
emotional f ield associated with popular culture ɂ its 
scapes of abject ion, its scapes of amusement and the 
vast interiority that runs between them? And, have we 
sufficiently considered the emotional geographies of the 
popular? This address will explain why we need to 
consider these quest ions and in so doing will offer some 
conceptual resources for thinking about their 
implicat ions for educat ion in increasingly globalising 
places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Jane Kenway has a long history in the educat ion system 
in Australia. She has taught in both primary and 
secondary, country and city schools, but for most of her 
career she has been a teacher and researcher in various 
universit ies in Australia. She is currently a Professor in 
the Educat ion Faculty at Monash University. Her 
research expert ise is in the polit ics of educat ional 
change in the context of wider social, cultural and 
polit ical change. Her new jointly edited book is ent itled 
Globalising the Research Imagination (Routledge, in 
press). Her most recent jointly written books are 
Masculinity Beyond the Metropolis (Palgrave, 2006), 
Haunting the Knowledge Economy (Routledge 2006) and 
Consuming Children: Education-Advert ising-
Entertainment (Open University Press, 2001). Her other 
jointly edited books are Innovat ion and Tradit ion: the 
Arts and Humanit ies in the Knowledge Economy (2004) 
and Globalising Education: Policies, Pedagogies and 
Polit ics (2005) (both Peter Lang, New York). 
 
 

http://www.education.monash.edu.au/profiles/jkenway


 

 
 

Eric Ma 
School of Journalism and Communication,  
Chinese University of Hong Kong  
 

Visual ethnography in popular culture 
research: a methodological and pedagogical 
experiment in a toy factory, a disco bar and a 
publishing house 
 
The presentat ion will focus on the challenges of doing 
visual ethnography and some preliminary applicat ions of 
the method for educat ional purposes. The method of 
visual ethnography will be introduced by a series of 
ÅÔÈÎÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ ȰÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÉÅÓȱȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÔÅÒÍ ȰÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅÓ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÙȱ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÔÈÅÏÒÅÔÉÃÁÌ 
metaphor to understand the logic of popular culture in 
urban China. The toy factory project, conducted in 2003, 
examines how rural migrants acquire work and spend 
culture in Dongguan; the disco bar project, conducted in 
2004, examines the nightlife of the rising middle class in 
Shenzhen; the Trends Corporat ion project, conducted in 
the summer of 2007, examines the impacts of lifestyle 
magazines in China.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Eric Ma is professor of the School of Journalism and 
Communicat ion at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
He has authored Culture, Polit ics and Television in Hong 
Kong (Routledge, 1999) and co-authored Hong Kong, 
China: learning to belong to a nation (Routledge, 2008). 
His publicat ions appear in journals such as Cultural 
Studies, International Journal of Cultural Studies, Social 
Text, Posit ions, Gazette, Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, Visual 
Anthropology. He has also written and edited more than 
15 books in Chinese on the popular culture of Hong Kong. 


