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Welcome to the First International Conference on Popular Culture and
Education in Asia

Wewould like to extend a warm welcome to all those who have chosen to join us for three days of
presentations and discussions on the topic of popular cultuedircation We believe that this is the first
conference of its kind to be held in Asilany of the conferencearticipants come from Hong Kong, but we
are also welcomingarticipantsfrom Asia,Australasia, North America, Europe and Afri€ually impotant,
awide rangeof disciplinesare represented at the conferencin the best traditions of educational research,
the conference promises to be a truly transnational and transdisciplie&perience!

We will offer a full programme of academic presatibns throughout the three days of the conference. On
Saturday, we will also be joined by more than 100 local schoolteachers for 4 workshops on popular culture in
the classroom. These workshops are operctmference participants, but as seating may bwaited, we ask

you tosign upat the Registration Desk for any workshops you would like to attend.

Conference Team

Aaron Kohz Conference Chair

Aaron Koh is Assistant Professor in the Department of English, HKIEd. He receiv %, '\
PhD in Education from fle University of Queensland, Australia. Before coming
Hong Kong, Aaron has also taught in Australia and Singaporerddisarch interests
are New Literacy Studies, Popular Culture, Media/Cultural studies, Cultural Politi
Education and Globalisatio and Education. He has published in tfeurnal of
Curriculum StudiesDiscoursge SOJOURNENglish Teaching: Practice and Critjq
GlobalizationsPedagogy, Culture and SocieBlobalisation, Education and Societ
and theAsia Pacific Journal of Edtica.

Dani Wangz Conference Secretary
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Linguistics from Renmin University of China and taught Chinese as a second lanq
in Beijing Foreign Studies University. Witghkeen interest in design and publicatio
she also worked as an editor for Higher Education Press of China. She is now st
for her doctoral degree in Hong Korand working as a Senior Research Assistant
the HKIEd Popular Culture and Educatiomject. Doraemon is her favorite animatio
and orange her favorite color




Bidisha Banerjeez Programme and logistics "

Dr. Bidisha Banerjee is Assistant Professor of English aHtEEd She has a M.A. il |
English from Claremont Graduate University aadPhD from the University of lowa.
She won the Jeffrey Campbell Fellowship which enabled her to teach at St. Lawi
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studies, globality and transnationalism, diaspoend exile, postcolonial feminis
fictions and theory, cultural studies, film studies and gay and lesbian literature.
has presented her work widely at conferences in Europe, Asia and the US. Some
work on South Asian diaspora has been published.

Nicholas Wongz Programme and workshops

Nicholas Wong teaches film studies and contemporary English literatures at
HKIEd. His articles have been publishedArian Cinema, Metr@nd Screen Education
Besides academic research, he also writes ppand short stories.

Kathy Wong z Logistics

Kathy graduated at The University of Hong Kong, majoring in Sociology as we
Media & Cultural Studies. She is currently working aReaearchAssistant forthe

HKIEd Popular Culture and Educatipmject. Born and raised in Hong Kong, she
passionate about local history and culture.

Joanna Leez Logistics

Joanna Lee is a Research Assistant at the Department of English, HKIEd. She
background in teaching English to ESL learners at seconiasel and is now pursuin
a maste® degree in applied linguistics.

Phil Bensong Leader, HKIEd Popular Culture and Education projec §

Phil Benson is a Professor in the Department of English, HKIEd, and leader of the |
Popular Culture and Education Reseh Project that is sponsoring the conference. +
is known in the field of language education for his research on autonomy in langu.
teaching and learning. Popular culture and education is a hew interest, but popula
culture is not. He is currentlyo-writing a book on Hong Kong Englidanguage
popular music and occasionally blogs on Hong Kong popular culture at
http://hkpop.blogspot.com/

Thanks to Sophia Yung, Bernadette Yung & Daniel Yao for deBignily Murphy & Alice Chik for the
programme book, and Anna Szeto for showing us how to organize an international cocferen


http://hkpop.blogspot.com/

Plenary Presentations




David Buckingham

Centre for the Study of Childr&outh and Media
Institute of Educatigriniversityof LondonUnited
Kingdom

Do we really need media education 2.0?
Prospects for media literacy education in the
age of participatory nedia

The widespread dissemination of inexpensive and
accessible digital tools for media production has led to
the emergence of more participatory forms of media,
such as online gaming, blogging and social networking.
In this presentation, | will be assessing the implications
of these developments for the practice of media
education, both in and beyond schools. Some have
argued that these new media require a paradigm shift,
not merely in the curriculum of media education, but
also in its pedagogy. They suggest that we should be
embracing the new forms of creativity that are provided
here, and moving beyond outdated criticagfspectives.
While | would agree that media educators should be

exploiting the possibilities of these new media, | will also

argue that they raise important ethical, political and
cultural questions that should not be effaced or ignored.
We should not mery romanticise these developments
as a form of technologicaligriven democratisation, or
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that they appear to provide. Media education cannot
afford to lose sight of the need for critical analysisd

to this extent, ovetA SAEOAA AAT 1 O &£ O &6i AAEA AAOAAOEI I

2.0" are at least premature, if not positively misguided.
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David Buckinghamdirects the Catre for the Study of
Children, Youth and Media at the Institute of Education,
London University. His research focuses on young
people's interactions with electronic media, and on
media education. He is currently working on two major
research projects, ahd the everyday use of video
camcorders and about the role of the internet in young
people's civic participation. His most recent books are
Beyond Technology: Children's Learning in the Age of
Digital CulturéPolity, 2007)Global ChildrerGlobal
Media;Migration, Media and Childhoédith Liesbeth de
Block, Palgrave, 2007) antbuth, Identity and Digital

Media(edited, MIT Press, 2Q08). = . . .
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http://ioewebserver.ioe.ac.uk/ioe/cms/get.asp?cid=4441&4441_0=4987

Professor Cameron McCarthy
Department of Educational Policy Studies
University of lllinois at Urbar@hampaign
United States of America

Rereading class, rereading cultural studies,
re-reading tradition: Neo-Marxist nostalgia
and the remorselessly vanishing pasts

In this presentation, Cameron McCarthy assesses the
status of the concepts of tradition and class with
contemporary cultural studies literature on the industrial
working class. He maintains, in part, that these terms
have been deployed within a centpeeriphery thesis and
a fieldbound ethnographic framework by cultural
studies scholars pursuing a sehbiltural studies approach.
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organizing principle defining metropolitan working class Cameron McCarthyteaches mass communications
traditions and forms of cultural resistance. British theory and cultural studies at the Univergiof lllinois at
cultural studies proponents have therefore pursued the UrbanaChampaign. He is University Scholar and

study ofclass and culture as a localized, natioound Communications Scholar in the Department of

set of interests. This has placed cultural studies in tension ~ Educational Policy Studies. Cameron also holds

with postcolonial subjectivities often reduced, as they appointments in the Institute of Communications

EAOA AAAT ET OEA Al AOOEA x| Besenrch apd ipthednit o5 @rifiGsip ang gterpvelis o7 ¢
CAAT O AT A $EAEBurd TndMeBMA GO 3 O ANeesy at the University of lllinois. He has be(_an a y|5|t|ng
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Indians). McCarthy theorizes against the grain of the Ontario, The University of Newcastle, Monash University,

textual production of the working class within cultural the University of Salamaca, Spain, and the University of
studies scholarshipsisting that recent films such as Queensland. He has published widely on topics related
The Full Monty, Billy Eliot, and Bend It Like Beckham, to postcolonialism, problems with neoMarxist writings
and the literary works of Kazuo Ishiguro, (Remains of the O race and education, institutional support for teaching,
Day), Jeanette Winterson (Sexing the Cherry), George and school ritual and adolescent identities in journals

such as Harvard Educational Review , Oxford Review of

Orwell (Shooting an Elephant), George Lamming (The > - \
Education, The British Journal of the Sociology of

Emigrants), Samuel Selvon (The Lonely Londoners),

among others offer a more complex story of class Education, among many others. Cameron has authored
identities in the age of globalization and or coauthored many books, such as: Race and
transnationalism. Curriculum (Falmer Press, 1990), Multicultural

Curricdum: New Directions for Social Theory, Practice
and Policy (Routledge, 2000), and Reading and Teaching
the Postcolonial: From Baldwin to Basquiat and Beyond
(Teachers College Press, Columbia University, 2001).




Koichi lwabuchi

Media and Cultural Studies

School of International Liberal Studies
Waseda Universitfokyq Japan

Pedagogiauses ofpopular culture: Towards
media andcultural citizenship as
transnational learningprocess

This paper will discuss the possibility and pitfalls of using
popularculture for the enhancement of crodsorder
dialogues. While the intensification of media culture
flows have significantly deepened mutual
understandings and sympathetic relationships among
people in East Asia, it is still questionable to what extent
suchconnections are actually sociculturally inclusive

and dialogic, as they tend to be administered by the
marketing logic of (multinational) media and cultural

ET AOOOGOEAOG AO xAl 1 AOG AU OE AVasgda BRvereno deyked iad @mpanging A 0 A1 |
ZOo&YpP t8rden years as director and producer of news and
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an exclusive intenational framework. To further the
potential of pedagogic uses of popular culture, it will be
suggested, we need to collaboratively develop a
transnational project of media and cultural citizenship as
reciprocal learning pcess.

Koichi lwabuchiis Rofessor of Media and Cultural
Studies at the School of International Liberal Studies,

infotainment programs before he attained a PhD in

Australia. His main research interests are media and

cultural globalization, East Asian media connections,
nationalism and miticultural politics. He is currently

working on media and cultural citizenship. His recent

English publications includRecenteringslobalization:
Popular culture and Japanese transnationa(i3oke
University Press, 2002). He is also editoFeéling Aian

Modernities: Transnational consumption of Japanese TV

dramas(Hong Kong University Press, 2004) and co
editor of Rogue Flows: Trai#ssian cultural traffiHong
Kong University Press, 2004) akdst Asian Pop Culture:
Analysing the Korean Wagidong Kag University Press,
2008).



http://www.waseda.jp/sils/jp/about/faculty/iwabuchi_koichi.html

Jane Kenway
Education FacultyMonash UniversityAustralia

The anotional geographies ofpopular culture:
Implications forpedagogy

When we advocate the use of popular culture in the
classroom, do we give sufficient codsration to the

links between the pleasure, power and politics of the
popular? Indeed, do we sufficiently consider the full
emotional field associated with popular cultureits
scapes of abjection, its scapes of amusement and the
vast interiority that rurs between them? And, have we
sufficiently considered the emotional geographies of the
popular? This address will explain why we need to
consider these questions and in so doing will offer some
conceptual resources for thinking about their
implications foreducation in increasingly globalising
places.

Jane Kenwayhas a long history in the education system
in Australia. She has taught in both primanyda
secondary, country and city schools, but for most of her
career she has been a teacher and researcher in various
universities in Australia. She is currently a Professor in
the Education Faculty at Monash University. Her
research expertise is in the potis of educational

change in the context of wider social, cultural and
political change. Her new jointly edited book is entitled
Globalising the Research ImaginatiBoutledge, in
press). Her most recent jointly written books are
Masculinity Beyond the étfopolis(Palgrave, 2006),
Haunting the Knowledge Econo(®outledge 2006) and
Consuming Children: Educatiddvertising
Entertainmen{Open University Press, 2001). Her other
jointly edited books arénnovation and Tradition: the
Arts and Humanities ifé Knowledge Econor(8004)
andGlobalising Education: Policies, Pedagogies and
Politics(2005) (both Peter Lang, New York).


http://www.education.monash.edu.au/profiles/jkenway

Eric Ma

School of Journalism and Communication
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Visual ethnography inpopular culture
researd: amethodological andpedagogical
experiment in atoy factory, adisco bar and a
publishinghouse

The presentation will focus on the challenges of doing
visual ethnography and some preliminary applications of
the method for educational purposes. The nheld of

visual ethnography will be introduced by a series of
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metaphor to understand the logic of popular culture in
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urban China. The toy factory pjct, conducted in 2003, Eric Mais professor of the School of Journalism and
examines how rural migrants acquire work and spend Communication at the ChinesUniversity of Hong Kong.
culture in Dongguan; the disco bar project, conducted in He has authoreculture, Politics and Television in Hong
2004, examines the nightlife of the rising middle class in Kong(Routledge, 1999) and eauthoredHong Kong,
Shenzhen; the Trends Corporation project, conducted in China: learning to belong to a nat{®outledge, 2008).
the summe of 2007, examines the impacts of lifestyle His publications appear in journals suchCastural
magazines in China. Studies International Journal of Cultural Studies, Social

Text Positions Gazette Inter-Asia Cultural Studie¥isual
Anthropology He has also written and edited more than
15 books in Chinese on the popular culture of Hong Kong




